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TEACHERS
NOTES

Making Connections 
Four texts

‘Wedlock’ by Denis Wright

‘Make a Hard Fist’ by Tina Shaw

‘Sticking with Pigs’ by Mary-Anne Scott

‘Cuz’ by Liz van der Laarse

The following activities may be used as stand-alone activities or as 

good preparation for the level 1 internally assessed Achievement 

Standard 90852 (1.8) ‘Connections between Texts’ – although these 

activities are intended as practice work only and are not the actual 

assessment.

Task one – reading the texts
In groups of four student read at least one of the texts each. Some students in 
the reading group will read more than one and even all four, but this is not 
strictly necessary at this stage. You may wish to advise slower readers to begin 
with ‘Sticking with Pigs’ or ‘Cuz’.

Task two – getting started with the connections
There are strong thematic connections between the above texts. Despite 
the novels having very different plots, all four involve main characters 
approximately the same age as your students, they are set in New Zealand, 
have stylistic similarities and all four follow the familiar format of initial 
problem, crisis, despair, resilience, recovery, growth. The task for students is 
to examine the similarities in how each writer portrays these linking factors. 
At times they will also be noting differences.

On completion of reading at least one of the texts each student completes as 
much as they can of the following text links chart. Only a few words for each 
factor at this stage. 
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The first novel is done as an example, but use is optional.

Wedlock Make a Fist Sticking with Pigs Cuz
Initial problem Lucy deals with home 

and school dysfunction

Crisis Lucy kidnapped by 
strange cult

Initial despair Lucy angry / trauma-
tised

Resilience Shows courage and 
adapts to environment 

Recovery Slow but sure recuper-
ation

Growth A wiser person emerges

Task three: Student talk

Students compare and contrast their completed or 
partially completed charts with others in their reading 
groups and with students from other reading groups 
who have read the same texts as them. Students who 
have read all four of the texts may ‘promote’ their initial 
thoughts on the texts to the class as a whole. This talk 
will hopefully encourage some students in the group to 
want to read the other texts – and the next tasks require 
students to have read at least two of the texts.

Task four: taking it further

The students now need to dig deeper and working 
individually write notes for the connections or similarities 
in the following. Note that it is quite acceptable for them 
to point out obvious differences too, but the emphasis 
should be on the bridges or links between the texts.

Setting:

Main characters:

Role of secondary characters:

Use of Dialogue:

Use of interior monologue:

Use of sensory descriptive writing:

Aspects that connect to students’ own lives:

Task five – writing a practice connections essay

The students who have read all four texts (although 
three would do at a push) use all the above work to 
write an essay of at least 350 words where they discuss 
the thematic links / connections between the texts. You 
may wish to let students study exemplars for this final 
stage task on the NZQA website but be aware that this 
can sometimes be detrimental as some exemplars may 
appear to be way beyond the students’ capabilities.

by Denis Wright


